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meanwhile Odysseus turned his back on the harbour and
followed a rough track leading up into the woods and through
the hills towards the spot where Athene had told him he would
meet the worthy swineherd, who of all the royal servants had
shown himself to be his most faithful steward.
He found him sitting in front of his homestead in the farm-
yard, whose high walls, perched on an eminence and protected
by a clearing, enclosed a fine and spacious court. The herdsman
had made it himself for his absent master's swine, without help
from his mistress or the aged Laertes, building the wall of quar-
ried stone with a hedge of wild-pear on top. As an additional
protection outside he had fenced the whole length on either
hand with a closely set stockade made of split oak which he had
taken from the dark heart of the logs. Inside the yard, to house
the pigs at night, he had put twelve sties, all near to one another,
in each of which fifty sows slept on the ground and had their
litters. The boars lay outside the yard; and of these there were
far fewer, since their numbers suffered constant inroads at the
banquets of the courting noblemen, for whom the swineherd
used at regular intervals to send down the pick ofhis fatted hogs.
Yet there were three hundred and sixty of them still. They were
guarded every night by four fierce and powerful dogs, trained
by the swineherd^s master hand.
He himself was busy cutting a piece of good brown leather
and fitting a pair of sandals to his feet, while his mates had gone
afield in various directions with the pigs to their pastures - three
of them, that is to say, for he had been obliged to send the fourth
to town with a hog for the rollicking Suitors to slaughter so that
they might gorge themselves with pork.
'T'L^»,^;«,. J/v^»«,,JJ^^,1,^/,^,,^T,*.r.;/^1-.4.^.r/^/lt»^^,-,(,/.^/1 fl^w /•><•

